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TRANSFORMING
FOOD SYSTEM
IN INDIA

The Vision

About Us INITIATIVES RELATED TO FOOD LITERACY

Flagship Initiative: Food Literacy In Schools

The Mission

The Work

The foundation has the vision to create a better
food future both for the people and the planet.

A sustainable change in food systems can only occur
through a dietary shift, which requires food literacy. By
teaching food literacy from a young age, we can reverse the
trend of diet-related illnesses. The foundation's program
focuses on teaching food literacy in schools and to families.

For more, visit http://foodliteracy.in/ 

The mission is to transform Food System in India
for a food-secure, healthy and sustainable future
through partnerships and collaboration.

The foundation works on the demand as well as
supply side. On the demand side, it is focused on
adolescent nutrition, an important yet neglected
area globally. 

Food Future Foundation is a public trust built as a multi-
stakeholder platform aimed at transforming the food system
in India. 

The Foundation firmly believes that real change can happen
by bringing passionate people and good ideas together.

Food Literacy Academy: The foundation is engaged in
capacity building through training adopting an AGILE
blended learning mode. It would offer three types of
courses – 

1.

2. Har Ghar Pachranga Campaign: As India
celebrates its 75 years of Independence,
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign has caught the
imagination of all Indians. Inspired by this,
‘Har Ghar Pachranga’ campaign has ideated,
designed, and initiated by the foundation. 

‘Har Ghar Pachranga’ campaign is aimed at
raising awareness among school children
about the importance of healthy foods,
promoting color, diversity and good health.
This would support the food-literacy
program. 

Partners - FoodTech Pathshala and ManageSmart

1) School Food
Counselors
Certificate

2) Certificate
in Ayurveda

Nutrition

3) Certificate in
Special Areas

Towards a Food Secure, Safe,
Healthy, and Sustainable Nation

Partner: Nourishing Schools

Partner: Nourishing Schools

3. Diets4Diseases Online: This is based on ‘The Purple Book:
A Handbook on Diets for Diseases’ published by FSSAI in
Dec 2019. It would cover over 50 medical conditions in 18
broad categories.  This online resource provides a brief
about the medical condition, dietary advice, and foods to
exclude. This would be promoted through posters in Doctor’s
clinics / Hospitals.

Partners: IMA, Symbiosis International University,
SVT College, SNDT University, Mumbai.

http://foodliteracy.in/


In the initial period, the Foundation organized the
‘Food and Books’ webinar series in partnership
with the India International Centre, New Delhi. 

It conducted youth-led food systems dialogues
called the ‘Act4Food-Act4Change’ with over 40
schools and colleges across India. 

During the year 2019-2020, the foundation
undertook food safety and nutrition literacy
activities in five languages across 1700 schools
covering 1.4 million students. 

In 2020, the Foundation instituted the National
Awards for Sustainable Sourcing with CII-FACE
as its technical partner to recognize and reward
industry players that support natural farming and
livelihoods through sustainability.
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THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

THE GENESIS AND EARLY ACTIVITIES

Our global food systems are broken - 

It was geared to ensure a secure, safe,
healthy, and sustainable food system globally
so that we are all free from hunger and all
forms of malnutrition. 

Biodiversity is sustained, environmental
degradation is prevented and livelihoods are
safeguarded. 

These goals are also fully aligned with the UN
Sustainable Development Goals 2030. 

In the year 2020-21, the foundation was involved
with the work of the UN Food System Summit
2021. The UN Summit aimed at fixing these
problems. 

The summit called for collective action and
innovation at all levels – from local to global. The
foundation is working in pursuance of this call. 

This Foundation has its origin in the Eat Right India
movement launched in August 2017 by the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

Flagged off on World Food Day in 2018, 100-day
Swastha Bharat Yatra (cyclothon) made the Eat Right
movement a Pan-India movement. In 2019, the Eat
Right India movement received the Global Food
System Vision Award from the Rockefeller Foundation. 

The movement led to a change food safety culture in
the country. On World Food Day 2019, the Food Future
Foundation was set up to support and scale up the Eat
Right India movement. 

The number of hungry people is 690
million and rising; 

1.4 billion people cannot afford a
nutritionally adequate diet; 

The world is off-target in meeting the
Paris Agreement climate target of
limiting global warming to a 1.5°C rise; 

Biodiversity trends are negative; and 

Poverty levels are on the rise again due to
the pandemic

Scan to view more



SUPPLY SIDE INITIATIVES

4. Capacity Building and Training to Support Natural farming

8. Food Safety In Informal Markets

9. India Food Waste Report 2022

7. Positive Nutrition Lab

5. Moving towards Climate-Neutral Food System 

6. Large Scale Food Fortification

The farm sector contributes to almost one-third of all
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. This includes CO2
emissions and non-CO2 emissions (mostly methane). The
main sources of methane are livestock activities and crop
production. Livestock farming and rice cultivation are the
major contributors to total agriculture emissions.

The Foundation seeks to take up initiatives to move towards
an ecosystem for carbon-neutral food production in the
country with methane as a co-benefit while enhancing the
role of rice production and dairy in food security in India and
globally. 

India has taken up large-scale food fortification to address
micronutrient deficiencies in recent years. So far, over 70% of
edible oil, 30% of milk, 5.5% of wheat flour, and 3.1% of salt
are fortified. Now fortified rice has been mandated in the
safety net programs. 

Only fortified rice is already being distributed in ICDS and
mid-day scheme (PM-POSHAN) in almost the entire country.
In PDS, almost one-third of the districts are covered so far. 

The foundation is providing the stakeholders with strategic
advice and guidance. In particular, the foundation is
supporting scaling up rice fortification by addressing quality
challenges and creating an ecosystem to mobilize the private
sector in rice fortification.

UNEP’s ’Food Waste Report 2022’ aims at supporting
Sustainable Development Goal 12.3 to halve food waste and
reduce food loss by 2030. The Foundation undertook a first-
of-its-kind assessment of the current national-level
household food waste generated in India. The study is being
used to develop a strategy and action plan to reduce food
waste in India. For this, a National Level Dialogue was
organized on 8 September 2021 on ‘National Strategy and
Action for ‘No Food Waste’.

Capacity building and training of small-scale producers and
micro and small business entrepreneurs working
agroecological farming systems and value chains. This
would include the development of innovative training
methods for trainers to support large-scale training rollout
This would also involve engaging with certification bodies
and mainstream retail market players for the marketing of
sustainably produced foods. The key target would be farmer-
producer organizations (FPOs), women’s self-help groups,
and cooperatives. 

Informal markets have high food safety risks. Food of animal
origin and freshly produced food constitute the highest risk.
Under its Eat Right India movement, FSSAI has created an
ecosystem of training and certification, third-party audits, and
hygiene ratings of informal markets covering street food
clusters, fruit, and vegetable markets, and other clusters. An
ecosystem of private partners has been developed for the
purpose. 

Currently, 260 Districts and 109 cities are actively
participating in the Eat Right movement. 85 street food hubs,
74 fruit, and vegetable markets, and 80 railway stations have
been certified to date. About 28,000 restaurants, hotels,
sweet shops, bakeries, meat shops, and 800 temples have
been hygiene rated. Over 1660 workplaces, hospitals,
educational institutions, Jails, Tea Estates, and Police
Stations have also been certified as Eat Right Campus. 

The foundation would work towards expanding the reach of
these initiatives by engaging with implementation, CSR
partners, and the state food administration. 

Nutrition label certification
Product reformulation advisory 
Food labelling advisory

Traceability – Block Chain Technology
Independent Verification and Certification
Credibility

The Foundation is setting up a Positive Nutrition Lab to
support –

Benefits –

Partner: Indian Institute of Bio-Social Research and
Development (IBRAD), Kolkata 

Partner: LabelBlind, Mumbai, India

Partners: CII-FACE & Harvard University

Funded By: Hindustan Unilever

Partner: IBRAD, Kolkata, Suruchi Consultants, Delhi NCR
India

Partner: Food Corporation of India (FCI)

Scan to download
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SUPPLY SIDE INITIATIVES

STEERING THE NARRATIVE
AND POLICY ADVOCACY

10. ESG Food and Agriculture Benchmarking Initiative 12. Eat Right: Food Systems Approach: A Textbook 

11. Food System Vision Report 2030

The foundation has published the
India Food System Vision 2030
Report. This report is based on in-
depth consultation with over 200
experts and stakeholders over six
months. The report has 32 essays
in three key areas. 

People: Nourishing Everyone for Health
and Wellbeing

Planet: Producing in Harmony with
Nature

Prosperity: Inclusive, Transformative and
Equitable Recovery for the 2030 Agenda

The Foundation undertook to benchmark 50-top companies
across the value chain in agriculture and food space in India
and developed the India Food and Agriculture Benchmarking
Report 2022 using the metrics and methodology developed
by World Benchmarking Alliance and The Food Foundation
(UK). The toolkit uses 45 indicators covering five areas,
namely - nutrition, environment, social inclusion, governance,
and strategy.

Aligned with the UN Food System Summit 2021, it has three
objectives - 

support the companies to create a healthy, just, and
sustainable food system 
help consumers make the right choices 
inform the investors about investing their money
responsibly

The Foundation published ‘Eat Right: Food
Systems Approach’ a textbook targeted at
students pursuing higher studies in food-
related areas. Written by over 50 experts
and edited by Pawan Agarwal and
Professor Pulkit Mathur of Lady Irwin
College, New Delhi the book provides a
holistic view of food systems bringing out
clearly interconnected issues of food
safety, nutrition, environment, climate
change, and livelihoods. 

The foundation is engaged with the
adoption of the same across universities
and colleges in India. 

Food Future Foundation has been set up by Pawan
Agarwal, former CEO of FSSAI. The founding team
includes Padma Shri Dr Chandrakant S. Pandav, Iodine
Man of India, Dr Rajan Sankar, noted public health and
nutrition expert, and, Dr Ishi Khosla, celebrated clinical
dietician.

Partner: CII-FACE

Partner: CII-FACE & GIZ

Supported by: World Benchmarking Alliance
(WBA) & The Food Foundation (UK)

Website: www.foodfuturefoundation.org

Email: contact@foodfuturefoundation.org

Contact: +91 9810126764

Address: AICURD Building (3rd Floor) 16,
Bhai Veer Singh Marg, Near Gole Market
New Delhi PIN 110001 India

The foundation is registered on the CSR Portal and donations to it enjoy exemption U/S 12 A and
80G of the IT Act, 1955 

Scan to download

Scan to download

Scan to download
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http://www.foodfuturefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/eat-right-textbook.pdf
http://www.foodfuturefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/eat-right-textbook.pdf
http://www.foodfuturefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Food-Vision-Report-2030.pdf

